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The history of Indigenous women in Canada and their role within their families and 

societies is directly related to their exploitation under colonial rule. Since their arrival to North 

America, systemtic barriers created by the French and British have led to structural and 

institutional transgressions against Indigenous women. Violence against women during colonial 

rule was brutal. The deterioration of their socio-economic status corresponded to shifting 

changes to their political identity as well. After colonialism the role of Indigenous women in 

Canadian society were transformed from the subjects of Empire, straight into abject poverty and 

as the subjects of institutional racism and violence. This essay will explore how engendered 

identities exist in relation to one another, investigating how the role of indigenous women during 

colonial times can be compared with contemporary women’s issues in Western Canada. Hence, 

in this paper it will be argued that violence against Indigenous women in Canadian society leads 

to a deterioration of their socio-economic status, relative to the restructuring of indigenous 

identity during Colonial rule.  

 

Colonial rule was characterised by systemic violence against Indigenous women. This not 

only took the form of long-standing laws that prevented indigenous women from ownership of 

property or territorial rights of any kind, also policies that impacted how and when their cultures 

could be practiced (Fitzgerald 2006). In many respects the condition to which indigenous women 

became subject was characterised by dispossession, disassociation and dissociation. The Gradual 

Civilization Act, passed in 1857, which also marks the beginning of gender-based restrictions to 

Indigenous status disproportionately effecting women. This law allowed men to renounce their 

Indigenous status but not women, revealing how politics and reform can also be conceived along 

a gendered analysis as well. Colonial rule was in many ways much different than people  
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