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Introduction 

 

Coming up with a great thesis statement for your essay or paper is tough, and tends to be one of 

the most grueling parts of the essay writing process.  

 

Your thesis statement is very important and sets the tone for the rest of your paper. Without a 

great working thesis, you will have a difficult time making a strong argument and guiding your 

paper toward an effective point. Additionally, it’s hard to score a great mark without a good 

thesis statement, and that’s the most important part of any college or university essay. 

 

If you’ve found yourself stuck on this step, you are definitely not alone. Almost every student 

struggles with coming up with a thesis statement, but once you have it down, it’s so much easier 

to write the rest of your paper.  

 

In this pocket ebook, we’re going to give you all the information and tools you need to come up 

with a great thesis statement for any type of paper. We will walk you through the process of 

narrowing down a broad topic, formulating a strong argument, and determining which type of 

thesis statement you need for the specific paper you’re writing. At the end of this book, we’ve 

put together a list of thesis statement examples you’re more than welcome to steal, tweak for 

your own benefit, or use as inspiration.  

 

 

About Homework Help Global 

 

Just before we dive into the ultimate guide to writing an amazing thesis statement, we’d like to 

take a moment to share a little bit about us, and why we’re an excellent source of information 

during your academic journey.  

 

Homework Help Global is a worldwide custom essay writing company dedicated to helping 

students achieve their academic goals. We provide a variety of writing services including paper 

editing and proofreading, resume and cover letter building, online English tutoring services, 

PowerPoint presentations, and much more. 

 

We work with a network of writers across the globe who have studied at accredited institutions 

in highly respected locations. From bachelor’s degrees to PhDs, our team of top writers has 

produced highly advanced, quality academic content in a variety of different industries and fields 

for many years. Together, we are experts in educational services. 

 

Our company has been operating for eight years now, bringing together a network of clients and 

writers to perfectly match individual needs. We have helped a variety of clients over the years, 



across the continent and the world, with our main headquarters located in Toronto, Ontario, 

Canada. It’s our goal to become a leading national and global company in essay writing, 

homework help, and other student-driven services. 

 

The Homework Help Show is our podcast and YouTube channel where we provide free advice, 

tips, and other helpful content to help students in many aspects of their lives, from finding the 

motivation to study to helping create thesis statements. On these channels, our top writers talk to 

student influencers, give expert advice, and do what we can to help students succeed. Check us 

out on Instagram, YouTube, Anchor.fm, and more. 

 

 

Read Our Very First Ebook, Making the Grade: A Guide to Essay Writing Like 

a Pro 

 

If you need more help writing an essay, download our other ebook, Making the Grade: A Guide 

to Essay Writing Like a Pro. This FREE ebook will walk you through the process of writing an 

academic essay from start to finish. 

 

Making the Grade: A Guide to Essay Writing Like a Pro covers everything you need to know 

about writing a good academic essay, no matter what type of paper you have to write. We talk 

about choosing a good topic, creating a strong and helpful outline, formatting your paper 

properly to avoid plagiarism, writing each section from the introduction to the conclusion, and 

much more.  

 

With over 150 pages of information, reference guides, step-by-step instructions, and tips and 

advice, this ebook will be a huge asset to you throughout your academic career. It’s free to 

download, so why not take a look? 

 

 

Let’s Get Started on Your Thesis Statement  

 

Now that you know who we are and how we can help you, let’s jump right in and talk about all 

things thesis statements! Turn to the next chapter, where we’ll get started explaining exactly 

what a thesis statement is and why it’s important to nail down. 

 

 



 



What is a Thesis Statement? 
 

When we talk about thesis statements, it’s important to understand exactly what one is before 

you can start to understand how you should write yours. This way, you know exactly where to 

get started and won’t waste any time in the writing process. In this chapter, we’re going to 

explain what a thesis statement is and why it’s so important for the rest of your paper, no matter 

what type of paper you’re writing. 

 

Your thesis statement is the most important part of your essay. It’s the argument or statement 

that will guide the rest of your paper. You will be using your thesis statement to structure your 

entire paper, guide your research and determine what points you should include, and to formulate 

your overall argument that indicates your knowledge and opinions on the subject. 

 

Throughout this book, we’re going to give you tons of great examples of different thesis 

statements, so don’t worry if you’re still feeling a little lost already. It will all make sense by the 

end of this book. 

 

 

So, What is a Thesis Statement? 

 

A thesis statement is a sentence included at the end of your introduction that explains to your 

reader what points and arguments you’re going to be making, and the conclusion you want them 

to take from your essay. Essentially, it’s a direct and specific summary on what your paper is 

about, and it lets your reader know what you’ll be discussing. 

 

For example, let’s say you’re writing a paper about the dangers of smoking cigarettes. Your 

thesis statement would include your main argument (that smoking is bad or should be banned), 

and then the points you’ll make to defend that argument (that it causes cancer, pollutes the 

environment, and endangers others through secondhand smoke). If you put that all together, your 

thesis statement would look something like this:  

 

“Smoking cigarettes is a bad choice and should be banned because it leads to lung cancer and 

other health issues, cigarette butts pollute the environment, and the secondhand smoke causes 

health problems for everyone else.” 

 

Now that you know what a thesis statement actually is, let’s talk about why it needs to be good 

and how important it is for your paper. 

 

 



Why You Need a Thesis Statement 

 

Every good paper, article, essay, or written piece of nonfiction needs a good thesis statement. 

Without one, your writing will seem unguided and directionless, which is the opposite of what a 

good academic paper is supposed to be. 

 

A thesis statement is basically your answer to a research question. Think about what you want to 

answer within your paper. This question could be something basic, such as “Why were William 

Shakespeare’s plays and sonnets important to the English language?” Once you have your 

question, think about your answer, and put it into a sentence. So, for this particular question, 

your thesis statement could look something like this: 

 

“William Shakespeare’s plays and sonnets were important to the English language because they 

developed many words and terms still used today, he was the first writer to use modern prose, 

and he set a precedent that today’s playwrights still follow.” 

 

Now, this is still a broad thesis statement because you could fill up pages and pages about each 

of those arguments. But you can see the idea of how we are trying to narrow down your thesis 

and formulate arguments that answer the research question you’ve selected. Don’t be afraid to 

continue narrowing down your thesis and refining it until you’ve hit something perfectly narrow. 

 

A thesis statement should also act as an outline for your paper, which tells your readers what 

you’re going to present to them and how you will be organizing that argument. Sometimes you’ll 

even find thesis statements that state the goal of the paper outright. For example, it’s perfectly 

acceptable to see a thesis statement that looks like this: 

 

“This research paper will examine the contributions William Shakespeare made to the English 

language by analyzing his use of modern prose in three of his plays: Richard III, Hamlet, and 

Titus Andronicus.” 

 

 

The Importance of a Thesis Statement  

 

Your thesis statement is a roadmap to your essay. It’s the heart and soul of your paper, and if you 

don’t choose strong arguments, you’ll have a really hard time with the rest of the writing and 

research. Not only that, but most of the time if you take a look at the rubric your professor gives 

you for your essay, you’ll find that the thesis statement alone is worth a big chunk of your mark.  

 



Essentially, the thesis statement sets the tone of your paper and tells your reader exactly what 

you’re going to be talking about or arguing for the rest of the essay. It also showcases how your 

paper is going to be organized, which helps everything flow seamlessly. You’re going to be 

graded on how well your paper flows, and the thesis statement is the glue that holds everything 

together. 

 

When you have a weak thesis statement, your readers won’t be able to respond to your 

arguments and the whole point of your paper may not be clear to them. For example, a weak 

thesis statement may include something generic, such as “Abraham Lincoln was a good leader in 

U.S. history.” A revised thesis would be, “Abraham Lincoln was a good leader in U.S. history 

because he ended slavery, improved the economy, and strengthened the federal government.” 

 

To sum it up, a thesis statement is important because it adds direction and guidance for your 

reader, gives a clear and direct idea of what your paper is about, and helps you keep your paper 

structured to flow properly. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Avoiding General Statements 
 

So, now that we know why we need a thesis statement, it’s time to get into the process of 

actually coming up with one. It all begins by narrowing down your research topic into something 

you can argue and use to create a point. Therefore, in this chapter, we’re going to talk about 

avoiding statements that are too general for your academic paper.  

 

A thesis statement should be direct and clear. Generally, your thesis should be a maximum of 

one to two sentences. If you can’t explain your argument or the purpose of your paper within two 

sentences, you need to narrow it down further or find another way to describe what you’re 

thinking. 

 

 

Why We Need to Avoid General Statements 

 

If your thesis statement or argument is too general, it’s going to be hard to make sure your paper 

comes to a clear, direct point. A specific thesis statement helps you formulate your argument and 

stay on track toward your goal. If you make your statement too general, you run the risk of not 

including enough information to make your point. 

 

Anyone can make a general statement about something, and this should not be what comprises 

your thesis statement. It’s very easy to say that climate change is bad. In fact, most people would 

likely also believe this already. A real argument provides an analysis with credible facts 

explaining why climate change is bad, if or how it can be slowed down/reversed, or the factors 

that cause climate change. 

 

Even if you’re tasked with writing a research paper where you’ll generally be providing 

objective information about that subject, you still need to form a statement that creates some type 

of point or argument. For example, if you need to write a biographical research essay about 

Abraham Lincoln, you could focus your thesis statement on why his election to President of the 

United States was a turning point in modern American history. Then, pinpoint the reasons he 

contributed to the growth of the country or the major challenges he overcame. 

 

Even if you don’t need to take a debatable stance on your subject, your thesis statement should 

provide an idea of what your essay will tell the reader. For example, if you are writing an essay 

describing how something works, you could briefly summarize the information you’re going to 

present. 

 



For longer essays, you’ll need a thesis statement that is versatile enough to apply to every 

supporting argument and point you’re going to make. That being said, if you are going to fill 

twenty pages with arguments, you’re not going to have the room in one or two sentences to 

explain all of those ideas. If you can, you probably have one big run-on sentence that will lose 

you some major grammar points. Instead, think of an overarching point that connects multiple 

arguments together, and then make sure those body paragraphs are arranged in order within your 

paper. 

 

 

How to Break Down a Topic 

 

When it comes to actually breaking down your general statement into something more specific, 

that’s where the frustration comes in. 

 

To make your thesis statement, you’ll need to make sure your topic is broken down enough so 

you know what you are going to be focusing on. It should have enough information to tell your 

reader what information you’re going to discuss in the paper and why they should care. 

 

A thesis statement needs to be something that is debatable. Think about your topic and your 

particular position, opinion, or stance about it. What would someone who disagrees with you say 

to disprove your position, or what alternative viewpoints would someone present that might 

contrast with your ideas? If you can’t think of an answer to these questions, your topic is too 

broad. 

 

When you’re trying to narrow down your thesis statement, try to think about the five W’s: who, 

what, where, when, and why. If you can answer these questions about your specific topic, this 

will help you narrow down your argument. Try to answer as many of them in your thesis 

statement as possible without forcing it. 

 

This is why it’s important to try to choose a topic you’re passionate about if you can. The more 

you care about something, the easier it is for you to explain exactly why someone else should 

care too. 

 

Your topic should be something that you can narrow down to one statement or argument. Start 

with a broad topic that you know you want to write about (or that you have to write about as per 

your teacher’s request). Then, come up with some smaller topics within that broad argument, and 

figure out how you want to specify your goal. Find a niche you can work with and go with it. 

 



You can’t simply take a broad topic and write about it. This is really not the best way to start 

your essay. For one thing, you’ll find way too much research to dig through, which makes it 

harder to actually make a point about something. In that case, your essay will just be filled with 

generic information that doesn’t really lead anywhere specific. This makes it difficult for your 

audience to find the focus of your paper, which will score you a lower grade. 

 

For example, if you’re writing a research paper about World War II, the topic of World War II as 

a whole would be too broad for one essay. Instead, you should narrow it down to one specific 

topic about something within World War II. So, if you’re writing an argumentative essay, you 

could choose the topic “why aerial warfare during World War II changed modern warfare” or 

“contributions by women during World War II.” 

 

However, be cautious about being too narrow with your topic. Make sure you can still find 

enough relevant information before you start writing. And don’t worry – you can always adjust 

your thesis statement after you start writing. In fact, this happens to the best of the best more 

often than you can imagine. It’s all part of the writing process. 

 

When you’ve drafted your thesis statement, read it over and put yourself in the shoes of your 

reader. Does what you’ve written give you a clear idea of what the paper will say? If the answer 

is no, you need to keep refining. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Elements of a Good Thesis Statement 
 

In this chapter, we’re going to break down the elements of a good thesis statement and tell you 

what you need to include in the statement itself. This way, you know exactly how to put it all 

together and build an effective argument for your paper. 

 

Every thesis statement should have two main elements: an argument or position and an answer to 

a research question. Generally, the argument itself will be the answer to that research question. 

From there, you need to break it down and determine exactly which arguments you’re going to 

be making and what claims are going to back up your answer. 

 

In the first paragraph of your paper, your introduction, you will introduce the subject and include 

your thesis statement. Start broad, and then narrow down to your thesis statement. The points 

you make in your thesis will be reflected in each body paragraph, expanding on your supporting 

arguments. 

 

Think of it like a purpose statement. Why are you writing this paper? What is it you want your 

readers to know about your research topic? What kind of questions will you make people think 

about? Asking questions like this before you start helps you form your argument and make a 

strong statement about your topic. 

 

 

Questions to Ask Yourself to Help Create a Thesis Statement  

 

When narrowing down your topic and writing your thesis statement, it’s helpful to ask yourself 

some questions along the way to make sure you’re on the right track. This is a great idea to keep 

yourself in check and make sure your thesis statement has everything you need to effectively 

guide the rest of your paper. 

 

Here are some good questions you can ask yourself when you’re stuck trying to come up with a 

good thesis statement or when you’re having trouble breaking down your topic: 

● What do I want the reader to know? 

● What takeaways should I give to my audience about my topic? 

● Why is this topic important to me? In turn, why should my audience care about it? 

● What question am I answering? 

● If my topic is a widely known subject, what information am I presenting that someone 

may not already know? Alternatively, what new information can I present? 

● Is there a controversial opinion out there about this topic? If so, why does that person 

think the way they do, and what evidence are they using? 

● What arguments could someone make to refute my position on my topic? 



 

 

What to Avoid  

 

Just like there are certain things that should always be included in your thesis statement, there are 

also a few things you need to avoid that could ultimately weaken or ruin the impact of your 

argument – and your paper. Here are some of those things to avoid: 

 

 
 



What Your Professors Are Looking For: Your Thesis Statement Checklist 

 

If you look at any of your grading rubric materials throughout the duration of your university or 

college education, you’ll likely see that the thesis statement always accounts for a large 

percentage of your overall mark. Your professor is looking specifically to see how you use a 

good thesis to set the tone and message of the paper because this is an important way to structure 

and organize your work. Without that structure, you just have an essay that doesn’t get a point 

across, and that is probably hard to read. 

 

Here is a quick checklist of criteria that your professor is going to be looking for and grading you 

on when it comes to your thesis statement. Make sure you include everything on this list to get 

full marks: 

● Clarity: Clear and precise arguments or points 

● Grammar: No punctuation or grammar errors  

● Length: The statement is not too long or wordy, but is long enough to make a direct point 

● Writing: No cliches or overused statements are included, third person is used, and there 

are no instances of slang 

● Content: The statement offers an insightful or unique approach to the subject or topic  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Thesis Statements For Different Types of Essays  
 

There are many different types of essays out there, so naturally, there are a few different methods 

of coming up with the right thesis statement to meet the needs of your specific paper. In this 

chapter, we’ll go over a variety of different types of essays or academic papers and help you 

determine what kind of thesis statement you should be using for each one. 

 

The reason it’s important to know what type of paper you’re writing is that this forms the basis 

for your argument, and subsequently, your thesis statement. For example, in a research paper, 

you may be asked to take a neutral position on your topic and provide more general information 

about it. So when you go to write a good thesis statement for that research paper, it will need to 

be written with a neutral perspective and a more overview-based tone. In contrast, when writing 

an argumentative essay, your thesis statement will need to clearly outline the position you’ll be 

arguing and the evidence that makes you believe that position. 

 

Here is the difference: When writing a research paper, the thesis statement may be, “Julius 

Caesar rose to power in Ancient Rome during the first century B.C., and contributed to the 

development of the empire through political, economic, and military developments.” Meanwhile, 

the thesis statement for an argumentative paper may be something like, “Julius Caesar was a 

tyrant and enforced a rule of political oppression, military destruction, and ruthless dictatorship.” 

 

No matter what type of paper you’re writing, it will have to be a persuasive essay that positions 

your topic one way or another. Now, let’s dive into each type of paper to give you a clear idea of 

what it is you need to write.  

 

 

Research Paper Thesis Statements 

 

A research essay takes an in-depth look at a specific topic using lots of reliable and academic 

sources, facts, and other data. It could be about anything, from a specific event in history to a 

person, place, literary work, or object. 

 

Narrowing down a thesis statement for a research paper is tough because you will almost always 

start out with something too broad. Your thesis statement is the glue that holds your entire 

research paper together. What is the reason you’re writing this research paper in the first place, 

or the message you’re trying to convey? Be sure to keep this question in mind and always refer 

back to the points you established in the introductory paragraph. Start out with the narrow topic 

and the areas of focus you’ll be touching on. 

 



Here is an example of a thesis statement for a research paper on the theories of the construction 

of the pyramids in ancient Egypt: “There are a variety of theories put forward by historians and 

archaeologists to explain how the ancient Egyptian pyramids were constructed, and the most 

well-known are the use of causeways and ramps, the use of cranes with counterweights, and the 

development of pulley systems.”   

 

 

Argumentative Essay Thesis Statements 

 

This type of essay will present an argument to the reader and provide solid evidence as to why 

they should agree with your stance. You will present your point or view or position on a topic, 

and use your paper to try to convince your reader that they should take this point of view as well 

through fact-based, credible evidence. 

 

In your argumentative essay thesis statement, you should present your goal (what you want your 

readers to think), and the main arguments you’ll make to back up that goal. Even though you’re 

arguing your perspective on something, you still need to avoid using first-person pronouns at all 

times. The best structure for an argumentative essay thesis is to state the argument you’re 

making, and then narrow down the main points of evidence or the reasons you believe your 

argument is valid. 

 

Here is an example of a thesis statement for an argumentative essay about the impact of social 

media on dating in today’s society: “Social media has had a positive impact on dating in the 

twenty-first century because dating apps make it easier to find a date, it helps people stay 

connected in the first stages of dating, and it prevents people from wasting their time on those 

who are not a good match.” 

 

 

Analytical Essay Thesis Statements 

 

In an analytical essay, you are making an argument or a claim about your topic and then 

supporting those claims with evidence. While it sounds like an argumentative essay, it’s a little 

bit different because you’re still presenting it neutrally instead of persuading the reader to take a 

side. Instead, you’re taking a deeper look at a specific topic within the material. 

 

Your thesis statement for an analytical essay will explain the points you’re making about the 

subject you’re analyzing in a very short, direct way. This can be challenging, as sometimes it’s 

difficult to make everything sound as concise as possible for one sentence.  

 



Here is an example of a thesis statement for an analytical essay about the multiple meanings of 

marriage in Romeo and Juliet: “Ultimately, the concept of marriage in Romeo and Juliet is used 

as a symbol of love, power, and law and order: Romeo and Juliet see it as the ultimate way to 

prove their love, their families see it as a source of power, and their Elizabethan society sees it as 

a way to legalize intimacy.” 

 

 

Expository Essay Thesis Statements 

 

An expository essay is very similar to an argumentative essay, but your job here is to explain 

something to your reader in a clear and concise way. Instead of arguing one perspective or side 

of an argument, you are adapting a more neutral and objective tone to present the facts and 

evidence. 

 

The thesis statement for an expository essay, therefore, establishes the topic you’re going to 

explain and gives a summary of what your reader will learn in your paper. It doesn’t need to list 

out all the main points you’ll state, like in an argumentative essay, because you’re exploring a 

specific topic with a neutral approach. 

 

Here’s an example of a thesis statement for an expository essay that would explore the impact of 

mental illness in the workplace: “In Ontario, mental illness is a leading cause of disability leave 

in the workplace, as individuals who suffer from mental illness have a difficult time performing 

the tasks of their job while coping with their illness.” 

 

 

Rhetorical Analysis Essay Thesis Statements 

 

A rhetorical analysis essay is an essay in which you analyze a text for its use of rhetoric, or 

rhetorical writing. Rhetoric is the art of persuasion through writing. It’s the technique and type of 

language used to connect to audiences and convince people to believe a certain point of view or 

message. Your job in this type of essay is to look at the author’s use of rhetoric in their writing 

and determine what techniques they’ve used. Additionally, you will need to determine how 

effective those techniques are overall. In other words, you’re looking to assess how effective the 

author’s arguments are. 

 

In a rhetorical analysis essay, the thesis statement should be a summary of the arguments you’re 

going to make about the author’s techniques. Try to sum it up as directly as possible with a 

statement that covers the different methods the author uses, and their overall effectiveness. 

 



Here’s an example of a thesis statement for a rhetorical analysis essay on a theoretical article: 

“Smith begins to argue his point by building credibility through the use of facts and statistics, 

and successfully applies emotional appeal; however, his argument begins to weaken when he 

attempts to approach a moral reasoning that does not entirely make sense, ultimately unraveling 

the strength of his argument.” 

 

 

Reflection Paper Thesis Statements 

 

A reflection paper is a little different from the other types of academic essays because it’s a more 

personal and insightful approach. You are also free to use personal pronouns, which makes 

things a little easier. The goal of a reflection paper is to write a critical reflection with your 

thoughts and perception of a particular work or subject. In other words, a reflection paper is a 

written personal reflection on your thoughts and ideas about a particular piece, such as a book, 

article, movie, or speech. You could write a reflection paper on just about anything, from your 

views on how the universe works to your thoughts about your favourite movie. 

 

The thesis statement for a reflection paper should offer a brief explanation of how you arrived at 

your conclusions from your expectations. In other words, this should be a brief, direct summary 

that tells your reader if those expectations were met, or if they changed based on the subject 

material. You don’t need to follow the basic point-by-point structure you’d use in an academic 

essay thesis statement, but you do need to be clear about what you’re going to be discussing and 

the main point of your paper. 

 

Here’s an example of a thesis statement for a reflection paper on an article about animal testing: 

“As a lifelong vegetarian, I was always against animal cruelty; however, reading Margaret 

Groffman’s article ‘Animal Testing Alternatives,’ I have come to the understanding that society 

needs to take a more proactive approach to reducing animal testing.” 

 

 

Compare and Contrast Essay Thesis Statements 

 

With a compare/contrast essay, you are taking two things and analyzing them to showcase their 

similarities and differences. You could compare and contrast two different people, books, journal 

articles, historical perspectives, or even types of governments. The options are seemingly 

endless. 

 



Your thesis statement for a compare and contrast essay should establish the two things you’re 

comparing and the main conclusions or points you’ll make about them. You don’t have to outline 

every single detail you’ll be making in the body, but you should give some idea of the ultimate 

point you’re going to reach. 

 

Here’s an example of a thesis statement for a compare and contrast essay about online versus in-

person classes: “While in-person classes offer more advantages for students living on or near 

campus, online classes are well suited for adult learners or as back-up measures during 

extraordinary circumstances such as the COVID-19 pandemic.”   

 

 

Cause and Effect Essay Thesis Statements 

 

Also known as reason and result essays, a cause and effect essay explains the reasons why 

something happens, and the outcomes that occur when it happens. Naturally, you need to be 

writing about logical topics that are actually directly related with the evidence to back up your 

ideas. There are generally two ways to approach a cause and effect essay: the focus-on-effects 

method, where you provide a more in-depth analysis of the effects or outcomes of the topic, or 

the focus-on-causes method, where the analysis focuses on the causes. Whichever method you 

choose, you still need to establish a clear relationship between the two. 

 

Writing a thesis statement for a cause and effect essay will generally follow the structure of your 

analysis. For example, if you choose the focus-on-effects method, your thesis statement will 

establish the cause, and then the multiple effects. If you choose the focus-on-causes method, it 

will be vice versa.  

 

Here’s an example of a thesis statement for a cause and effect essay on childhood obesity using 

the focus-on-causes method: “Childhood obesity has become an epidemic in the United States 

thanks to the abundance of fast food restaurants, rising prices for healthy food, and an abundance 

of technology that deters children from being active.” 

 

 

Article Summary Thesis Statements 

 

Essentially, an article summary means you’re taking someone else’s article and summarizing it 

in your own words. The goal of an article summary is to condense the information you have read 

and to develop a better understanding of the material. 

 



The thesis statement of an article summary is essentially a retelling of the author’s own thesis. 

This sentence should state the main idea that the author has presented. It’s easier to do this when 

you write a summary because the author has already written the arguments. You just need to find 

them and underline them, then be able to rewrite them in your own words. It’s okay if your thesis 

statement takes up more than one sentence, but try to keep it to two sentences maximum. 

 

Here’s an example of a thesis statement for an article summary on a theoretical article about 

nursing practices: “In her article ‘Nursing Practices in Rural Communities,’ Alicia Fisher argues 

that nurses in rural areas have a harder time accessing personal protective equipment, innovative 

technologies, and community resources due to a lack of funding from local, federal, and 

municipal governments.” 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

How to Restate Your Thesis Statement in Your Conclusion 
 

In your conclusion, you’ll need to be able to restate your thesis statement in a way that still 

presents the arguments, but isn’t a copy and pasted sentence from your introduction. Therefore, 

in this chapter, we’re going to share some tips and advice you can follow to make sure you state 

the same point with different wording. 

 

The conclusion is the part of your paper that’s going to leave a lasting impression on your reader. 

Here, you want to make sure that you summarize your arguments and gather the most direct 

points from them to remind your reader of the information you’ve presented.  

 

Re-phrasing your thesis statement at the beginning of the conclusion is an important step that 

guides the summary that follows. It’s also a mandatory component in any type of essay. 

 

 

Re-Phrasing Techniques to Follow 

 

Try flipping the order of your main point and arguments. For example, let’s say your original 

thesis statement in your introduction was, “Climate change is bad for the planet because it 

endangers animals, reduces natural resources, and causes air pollution.” In your conclusion, you 

can say something like this: “Due to the negative impacts on animal populations, natural 

resources, and air quality, climate change is bad for the planet and should be taken more 

seriously.” 

 

You can also try switching up the punctuation (without making grammar mistakes). So if your 

thesis statement had a semicolon, try adding a comma and a conjunction to connect the phrases 

together. For example, if we use the same example we provided above, you would start off with, 

“Climate change is bad for the planet because it endangers animals, reduces natural resources, 

and causes air pollution.” Then, we could re-state this in the conclusion to say, “Climate change 

has a negative impact on the environment; it leads to endangered animal species, depletes natural 

resource supplies, and creates dangerous air pollution.”  

 

One thing you should keep in mind when paraphrasing your own thesis statement is that the 

order of your arguments need to stay in the same order you discussed them in the paper. This is a 

rule for both your initial thesis statement in the introduction and the paraphrased version in the 

conclusion. 
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Conclusion 
 

Now that you’ve reached the end of this book, you should have all the tools you need to craft a 

thesis statement that packs a powerful punch for your reader. You should be able to lay out your 

arguments and narrow down a great topic that will help you construct a clear, well-flowing paper 

that will blow your professor away.  

 

Remember, there are plenty of services out there that can help you if you’re really struggling 

with your essay. If you need help, reach out and ask for it. No one is going to judge you or think 

that you’re a bad student if you seek out help. In fact, you’ll probably be admired for it.  

 

We genuinely hope that this book has helped you write your thesis statement for your next essay, 

or your future essays. Our company is dedicated to helping students reach their academic goals 

and succeed in all of their endeavors. If you have any questions, comments, or general feedback, 

please reach out to us at info@homeworkhelpglobal.com, or through our social media channels. 

We are always looking out for what students want to hear, and are happy to take your 

recommendations into consideration. 

 

Good luck with your semester, your essays, and your future academic and professional career!  
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